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A  Reply  to  the 

1 Received  your  Letter  from  my  Bookfeller  on  the 
xorh  of  September  laft :  And  though  I  am  far 
from  thinking  your  Sentiments  upon  this  Mat- 
ter ,  were  either  defir'd  or  commanded :  Yet  am 
I  well  enough  pleased  with  your  Apology  , 
therein  you  tell  us,  you  are  very  Senfible  of  your  own 
Weaknefs,  and  how  unfit  you  are  to  enter  into  a  Con- 

tT°Th\I\  mufi;  confefs  may  be  of  fome  ufe  to  tlie  tgno- 
rant  by  foreftalling  their  expedition  of  any^  wonderful 
Difcovery  1  but  tor  the  Learned ,  the  Compliment 
might  have  been  fpard,  fince  the  Performance  does  fo 
evidently  Difcbver  what  you  acknowledge. 

The  Introdu&ion  does  indeed  promife  us  great  Mat- 
ters, jviz.  ,  ,  . 

I  (hall  eive  Tou  my  Jhoughts  concerning  the  natural 
Caufe  of  Drowning,  Floating  of  dead  Bodies  afterwards ; 
the  various  Sentiments  of  the  Votlors  $  the  Manner  of  her 
Deaths  the  Letters  produced  in  Court ;  her  MelanchohnefS ; 
why  no  Mention  was  made  of  the  Money  ;  and  laftly,  con- 
cerning Two  publkk  Experiments,  &C. 

A  %  Bu* 


(  a  ) 

But  pray  Sirf  if  we  find  your  Thoughts  ariCe  from 
the  Ebullition  of  a  heated  Fancy,  and  that  your  too  ea- 
ger Zeal  tor  your  Friend,  has  carry 'd  you  oftentimes  to 
overliafty  Conclusions;  if  inftead  of  a  well  grounded 
and  rational  Solution  of  thefe  Phenomena ,  we  are  only 
entertained  with  incoherent  fixprefiicns,  falfe  Grammar, 
Tautology,  groundlefi  Surmifes,  and  want  of  -Proof ; 
in  a  word ,  if  thefe  pregnant  Thoughts  of  your's  are 
found  to  be  meer  Trifles ,  had  it  not  been  better  your 
Self  alone  had  been  ftill  Matter  of  them?  Or,  if  there 
was  a  Neceflity  for  their  breaking  out,  had  ybunot  bet- 
ter have  communicated  them  only  to  your  Friend  in 
London,  than  to  haveexpos'd  your  Self  thus  ridiculoufly 
to  the  Learned  World? 

That  I  may  make  Good  what  I  have  alledg'd,  I  lhaH 
now  proceed  to  your  Letter. 

Hertfort  Letter,  Page  3.  It  is  a  common  Olfervation 
ef  ntofl  people  not  ufed  to  Dive,  &c. 

Give  me  leave  Sir  here ,  only  to  queftion  the  Truth 
of  your  Propofition,  Whether  or  no,  the  greater  Num- 
ber of  thofe  who  are  not  Divers,  have  made  any  Ob- 
fervations  upon  Drowning,  or  from  their  own  Experi- 
ence can  fatisfy  us  of  the  Confirmation  that  enfues  plung- 
ing therafelves  into  the  Water  >  But  admit  the  Confufi- 
on  (as  without  difpute  it  is  )  to  be  very  Great ;  it  may 
not  hence  follow,  that  the  very  firft  Moment  of  Sub- 
merfion,  Reafon  muft  be  loft  $  or,  in  your  own  Words, 
that  there  is  a  Moral  Impoffibility  to  regulate  their  Ani- 
ons, by  the  Didates  of  Reafon. 

As  to  the  laying  hold  of  any  thing  in  their  Way,  'tis 
what  equally  happens  in  the  Fall  from  a  Houfe,  and 
feems  not  fo  much  to  argue  a  total  Eclips  of  the  Ratio- 
nal Faculty,  as  a  want  of  Time  to  deliberate :  For  the 
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A&ionof  falling  being  Inftan  anecus,  *tis  impofiible  to 
Form  a  fettled  Ad:  of  Judgment, 

We  all  know  the  Profpu<a  of  fudden  Death,  by  what 
way  fo  ever,  imprefles  a  certain  Horrour  (  which  I  muft 
yet  think  is  not  fo  Great,  to  One  who  willfully  de- 
llroys  Himfelf,  as  to  Him  who  either  by  Accident  or 
Conftraint  is  put  upon  it)$  but  that  it  leaves  us  imme- 
diately defiitute  of  Choice,  or  a  Power  to  refufe  both, 
which  are  A&s  of  Free-will,  and  import  Reafon:  I  can't 
allow  $  as  conceiving  if  it  were  fo,  He  that  willfully 
throws  Himfelf  from  a  Houfe,  and  He  that  falls  acciden- 
tally, would  both  equally  lay  hold  of  any  thing,  that 
might  fave  their  Fall. 

Page  In  this  Confafion,  you  fay,  it  is  no  ways  fur* 
prifing%  that  Water,  wherein  they  are  immrced*  (hould  in* 
finuate  it  felf  into  Jome  Vacuities,  no  ways  adapted  for 
its  Reception. 

On  the  contrary,  I  muft  alledge  that  whether  in  or 
out  this  Confufion,  it  is  not  only  very  furprifing,  but 
abfolutely  impofiible,  that  Water  fliould  infinuate 
(though  ne're  fo  cunning, )  or  enter  into  any  Cavity, 
which  is  at  the  fame  time,  no  ways  fitted,  or  ( if  you 
had  rather  )  adapted  to  its  Entrance, 

I  will  not  ftand  to  Comment  on  your  Notion  of 
Suflion,  I  thought  fuch  kind  of  Motion  had  been  long 
force  exploded :  For  my  own  part ,  inftead  of  belie- 
ving that  the  Lungs  do  fuck  in  the  Air,  I  think  it  more 
Rational  to  conceive,  that  as  by  Pulfion  they  are 
empty'd,  fo  by  the  Weight  of  the  Air  from  the  Preflure 
of  the  Atmolphere ,  they  are  prefently  filled  again. 
Be  this,  however,  as  it  will,  I  cannot  grant  you  that  eve- 
ry Man  under  Water ,  fwallows  down  the  lame  into  the 
Gullet  whilft  his  Senfes  continue  :  For,  I  doubt  not  but 
that  He  who  defigaedly  Drowns  Himfelf,  may  choofe 
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to  let  it  into  the  Windpipe,  that  He  may  thereby  the 
fooner  be  choak't.  ,  . 

The  fwallowing  of  Air  or  Water  down  the  Windpipe, 
is  a  Term  I  do  not  readily  apprehend,^ take  Deglutition, 
or  Swallowing,  which  is  the  fole  Office  of  the  Gullet, 
and  Refpiration,  or  Breathing,  which  only  appertains  to 
the  Windpipe,  tobe  Two  different  Adlions^and  drverfly 
effeSed  ;  whoever  fwallows  any  thing,  either  in  or  out 
of  the  Water,  muft,  by  opening  the  Sp^er  of  the 
Quia  ktitintotheSromach:  and  whilft  aPerkmunder 
Water  continues  fwallowing,  there  may  be  no  great  Dan- 
ccr  attend  him  of  being  drowned :  it  being  very  'proba- 
ble, that  during  this  Aftion,  no  Water  gets  into  the 
Lungs ;  but  being  unabl^to  hold  out  for  want  of  Breath, 
he  muft  neceffanly  make  an  Attempt  to  refpire,  when 
ccaf.ng  to  fwallow,  the  Epiglot  rifeth,  and  the  Water 
fpontaneoufly  (if  you  will  allow  me  the  Expreffion) 
rufteth  on  the  Lungs :  So  that  when  a  Perfon  is  totally 
fubmerft,  provided  he  fwallows  not  at  all,  or  cannot 
fwallow  longer,  Vis  not  only  not  improbable,  but  I  be- 
lieve certain,  that  in  his  attempt  torefpire,  afar  greater 
Quantity  of  Water,  than  Air  (perhaps  nothing  but  Wa* 
ter)  will  get  into  the  Lungs. 

In  every  Expuljion  of  Air  out  of  the  Lungs,  the  Epi- 
glottis, you  (ay,  is  lifted  up.  And  is  it  not  fo,  I  would 
be  informed,  in  every  Impulfionof  the  Air  into  them? 

Tk  my  Opinion,  that  this  part  does  never  exaftly 
clofe  upon  the  Larynx,  but  upon  Deglutition  :  andal- 
:.i  )ughby  your  Account  it  may  be  thought  to  be  raifed 
up  like  a  Trap-door,  and  prefently  (hut  down  again^  I 
do  find  it  a  lort  of  Springy  Body,  and  is,  I  doubt  not, 
at  ail  times  fomewhat  elevated  from  the  Glottis  ;  unlefs, 
as  1  laid  before,  at  the  time  of  fwallowing:  when  by  the 
Weight  of  the  Aliments,  whether  liquid  or  (olid,  fome 

peculiar 


(5) 

peculiar  Mufcles  afliftiog,  it  is  forced  down :  and  after 
this  AdHon  is  over,  by  its  own  proper  Elafticity  it  raifeth 
it  fclf  again,  that  the  fiicceffiv^.  Motions  of  Infpiration 
dnd  Expiration,  may  be  orderly  carry'd  on, 

When  once  there  is  any  confiderable  Quantity  of  Wa- 
ter got  into  the  Windpipe,  I  imagine  this  mighty 
Struggle  of  Nature  doth  not  long  continue ;  and  there- 
fore cannot  choofe  but  wonder  to  hear  you  fay,  By  this 
Struggle  of  Mature  the  Epiglot  is  lifted  up^  &c. 

It  (eems,  in  my  Opinion,  very  natural;  the  Cover 
to  the  Windpipe  being  a  fpringy  Body,  and  for  the 
raoft  part,  inclining  to  an  Horizontal  Pofition :  This, 
I:fay9-.,confider'd,  if  the  Mouth  be  full,  and  the  Perfon 
almoft  fpent  £  .  or  though  he  can  ,  yet  if  he  will  not 
fwallow,  the  Nature  of  all  Fluids  is  fuch,  that  they  will 
run  into  any  Declivity;  unlefs  (as  upon  another  Account 
you  have  it)  they  are  (hut  out,  or  that  the  Vacuity  is  no 
ways  adapted  to  let  them  in. 

Page  5*.  As  foon  as  the  Senfes  are  gone,  you  fay,  the 
Epiglottic  is  kept  open  ly the  Force  of  the  Stream  :  To 
which  I  reply,  that  the  natural  Pofture  of  the  Epiglot, 
being  fuch  as  lhave  defcribed  it  ;  we  might  rather  think 
the  llorce  of  the  Stream  (houkLclap  it  down  than  keep 
it  open  :  unleft  by  the  Force  of  the  Stream,  you  mean 
fornewhat  like  ^hat  of  an  Injedlion  through  a  large  Sy~ 
phon>  whereby  the  faid  Trap-door  may  be  beat  within 
the  RimnU  of  the  Larynx  -9  but  in  ftagnant  Waters  the 
Force  of  the  Stream  will  be  inconfiderable. 

As  long  as  the  Senfes  continue^  they  ( I  (iippofe  you 
mean  Perfons  under  Water  )  /wallow  moff  of  the  Water 
which  comes  into  their  Mouths,  into  their  Sumachs  :  And 
the  reft  you  tell  us,  elfewhere,  they  fwallow  into  their 
Windpipes.  But  this  I  deny ;  For  as  long  as  the  Senfes 
continue,  and  they  can  hold  their  Breatb,  they  very 
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often  fwallow  none :  And  after  this,  in  the  Cafe,  0f  vo- 
luntary Drowning  (which  you  may  fmile  at  ss  'jon2  Z 
as  you  pleafe)  'tis  more  hkely  by  far,  thattfieyadrnftit 
into  their  Lungs;  fince  bv  fwaliowing  ne're  fo  much 
they  do  not  deftroy  themfelves,-  but  by  letting  a  frm  i 
Quantity  into  the  Lungs,  they  prefemly  put  a  Period  to 
their  miferable  Lives. 

But  when  they  are  near  fitffocated,  you  fay,  the  Wtt*. 
run,  into  tbofi  Dutls ,  where  it  meets  with  the  Ua% 

.u  rW^uli  metl)inks'. be  informed  what  you  mean  bv 
hofe  Due*.  The  Nofe  and  Ears,  I  prefume  a?e  fuM 
before  they  are  near  fuffocated:  and  if  thT^wf 
If  °PKe  it  Entrance  into  the  Ventricle  »h« 
other  Dud  remains,  unlefs  that  of  the  WinE oX 
whurh  too,  after  Suffocation,  'tis  not  impoffi  Z  t 

So  long  at  Life  continues,  you  tell  us,  there  u  a  ton 
vulfae  flruggling  of  tfature,  to  expell  out  of  the  rZ? 

but  any  thing  of  a  more  uneven  Texture  flioDina  W  . 
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the  Water  getting  into  his  Windpipe  in  half  a  Minute 
more,  he  fell  down  with  his  Neck  to  the  Bottom,  void 
of  Senfe  and  Motion. 

After  this,  I  plung'd  another,  fomewhat  left ;  when, 
in  like  manner  as  the  former ,  I  found  when  he  had 
turned  his  Neck  two  or  three  times  about,  he  was  to  apr 
pearance  dead  in  a  Minutes  time. 

Now  in  all  this,  there  were  none  of  thofe  Violent  Ef- 
forts, to  throw  the  Water  out  of  the  Lungs,  difcernable; 
or  did  I  think  it  at  all  rational,  to  expeft  the  fame  forced 
into  the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax ;  either  by  dilating  the 
Pores  of  the  thin  Membrane  that  inverts  the  Lungs,  as 
Quick-filver  is  forced  by  the  PrefTure  of  a  Hand  through 
a  Piece  of  Leather,-  or  by  a  Rupture  of  their  Tunicle, 
or  by  fome  minute  Veffels  not  yet  defcribed  by  Anato- 
mifts.  And  the  Reafon  of  my  thinking  fo  is  this,  Be- 
caufe  I  could  perceive  little  more  to  effedt  it,  but  the 
fpecifick  Gravity  of  the  Water  $  which,  according  to  the 
Laws  of  the  Libration  of  Liquors,  I  take  to  be  inconfi- 
derable. 

I  know  of  no  Phyfician  that  boafts  of  a  Ne  plus  ultra 
'  in  Anatomy  :  nor  ihould  I  expe&  any  fuch  Pretenfion 
from  a  Phyfician,  fo  foon  as  from  the  Anatomifl.  Tfiefe 
Two,  you  know,  are  not  always  inftparable  Compani- 
ons.   But  as  to  your  Inftance  about  the  Empyema  $  tho' 
1  think  it  foolifli  to  deny  Fads,  when  I  am  unable  to 
account  for  the  Manner  how  they  are, brought  about; 
Yet  I  fee  nothing  to  hinder  me  from  believing ,  that 
very  often,  where  the  Matter  you  fpeak  of  is  caft  forth 
by  Excreation ;  the  Lungs  have  fuffer'd  a  Solution  of 
their  Continuity.  In  Two  PerfonsI  have  infpe&ed,  who 
died  under  thefe  Circumftances,  it  was  apparent  in 
both  of  whichf  as  I  fuppofe,  from  a  preceding  Vcripneu- 
fnony  there  had  been  Alfcefces  formed  in  the  Lcles  of 
the  Lungs,  which  had  rotted  their  outward  Membrane  ; 
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fo  that  whether  the  Purulent  Matter,  which  was  cough- 
ed up,  came  from  the  (aid  Abfiefi,  or  whether  Cmmtf 
that  which  fluctuated  on  the  Diaphragm,  might  not  alio 
be  imbibed  by  the  ulcerated  Lung,  was  very  uncertain. 

The  Inje&ion  of  bitter  Liquors  affecting  ths  Throat, 
if  they  are  caft  into  a  Fifiula  which  took  its  Rife  hem 
an  Internal  Apoftem  :  or  other  wife,  if  the  Penetration 
has  been  of  long  continuance,  and  dilchargecfgfeat  Quan- 
tities of  fetid,  Ichorous  or  Corrofive  Matter  i  1  fhould 
Iefs  wonder  the  Experiment  Should  anfwer  ;  for  inthefe 
Cafes  the  Tone  of  the  Fifcera  is  very  much  weakened, 
the  Patient  very  frequently  dyes  tabid,  and  we  find  up- 
on DiiTedion,  that  very  commonly  the  Luilgs  are  cor- 
rupted. It  may  happen  alfo  in  a  Recent  Vunliure  ;  but 
then  we  may  be  likewife  fometimes  uncertain,  whether 
the  Membrane  of  the  Lungs  received  no  Damage. 

I  defire  not  that  greater  Strefs  fhould  be  laid  upon 
thefe  Cafes,  than  they  will  readily  bear  :  bus  this  I  rnuft 
aver,  that  in  Penetrations  of  the  Cheft,  it  does  not  al- 
ways happen  :  For  in  a  Puntture  I  have  feen  injected,  and 
a  Fifiula  of  this  part,  into  which  I  have  caft  at  times, 
feveral  Ounces  of  a  bitter  Decoction,  with  a  Tin&ure  of 
Myrh  and  Aloes :  during  which,  I  can  fafely  fay,  I  never 
heard  any  fuch  Complaint,  though  I  have  purpofely 
inquired. 

Your  Citation  of  Mr.  Boyh  Citation  from  WalUus, 
if  Matter  of  Fad:,  might  be  Preter-natural :  And  as  to  his 
finding  the  fame  divers  times,  how  diligent  foevfcr  he 
might  be,  rather  than  (hew  my  felf  uncivil  to  him,  by 
faying  'tis  falfe,  I  ftiall  turn  Sceptick,  and  fufpend  my 
Affcnt  till  I  am  better  fatisfied  :  At  prefent  I  cannot  fee, 
if  there  was  an  admiflion  of  Air,  through  Pores  much 
imaller  than  thofe  made  by  the  longer  fort  of  Peas,  into 
the  Cavity  of  the  Cheft,  how  Refpiration  could  be  car- 
ried 
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ried  on:  and  I  muft  needs  think,  that  Dr.  Garth's  Re* 
mark  upon  the  Tryal  *  is  very  pertinent :  where  he  tells  *  cowp 
us,  There  is  a  great  Providence  in  fuch  a  Texture ;  for  if  rrM  h 
(laith  he)  there  were  any  large  Pores  in  this  Membrane, 
the  Air  would  pafs  through  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax, 
and  prevent  the  Dilatation  of  the  Lungs,  and  confeauently 
there  would  be  an  end  of  Breathing. 

But  that  I  might  put  this  Matter  yet  farther  out  of 
Controverfy,  being  willing  to  be  made  fenfible  of  the  ut- 
moft  Efforts  of  a  Drowning  Creature,  and  the  Refult  of 
the  moft  violent  Struglings  it  could  make  to  (ave  it  felf ; 
I  fent  for  a  Dog,  and  left  you  Ihould  find  fault  had  I 
made  ufe  of  a  Tub,  1  procur'd  the  ufe  of  a  Diftiller's 
Back,  which,  if  I  may  call  it  fo,  is  a  fort  of  Trough, 
containing  in  Dimention  Thirty  Foot  of  Length,  and 
half  fo  much  of  Breadth.  Into  this,  when  -filfd  with 
Water,  I  caus'd  the  Animal  to  be  caft,  having  before 
ordered  his  Four  Feet  to  be  ty'd  together. 

By  the  Force  of  the  Fall  he  was  plunged  over  Head 
and  Ears,  but  rifmg  up  again,  made  to  the  fide  as  well 
as  he  cou!d,  and  though  (everal  times  repulfed,  conti- 
nued ftrughng,  and  by  the  Liberty  of  his  Hind-feet,  oftem 
raifed  his  Head  above  the  Water;  upon  which,  feeing 
no  likelihood  of  his  being  drowned  under  a  very  long 
time,  I  ordered  him  to  be  taken  out,  and  his  Hind-feet 
al(b  to  be  fattened  together.  Thus  he  was  a  fecond  rime 
thrown  in,  and  continued  ftrugling  fornetimcs  under,  and 
fbmetimes  above  Water  with  his  Head  and  Neck,  in  a 
quarter  of  an  Hour's  tirrK1  his  Navel  ftarted,  and-foon  af- 
ter there  was  a  vifible  Prolaps  of  the  Intefiinum  Return: 
Having  thus  between  while  had  the  Liberty  of  an  imper- 
fed:  Refpiration,  it  was  half  an  Hour  before  he  had  done 
ftrugling; after  which,under Water  he  gaped  feveral  times. 
When  dead  I  left  him,  and  returned  Five  Hours  after ;  at 
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which  time  I  defired  he  might  be  taken  out  with  his 
Head  creeled,  that  we  might  lofe  no  Water. 

I  think,  it  it  had  been  poffible,  I  had  Reafon  in  this 
Cafe  to  expect  Wa'er  in  the  Two  Cavities,  /.  e.  the 
Thorax  and  the  Abdomen,  which  feemed  much  tumefied, 
but  was  fo  far  from  it,  that  upon  the  opening  the  Peri* 
toncetm,  inftead  of  an  Inundation,  I  found  not  a  Drop  of 
Water ;  and  even  the  fmali  Inteflines  had  received  very 
little,  if  any  at  all  from  the  Pilorus*   What  was  contain- 
ed in  the  Stomach  was  much  fhort  of  half  a  Pint,  or 
little  more  than  Four  or  Five  Ounces.  Having  raifed  the 
Sternon,  we  perceived  the  Thorax,  in  like  manner  as  the 
Abdomen,  perfe&ly  clear  of  Water.    Out  of  the  Wind- 
pipe the<e  iflaed  a  Spumous  Matter,  and  the  whole  of 
what  we  prefled  from  its  Ramifications,  was  about  Three- 
Ounces. 

Thus,Sir,have  I  given  you  a  faithful  Hiftory  of  theFad** 
but  if  you  think  the  Experiment  was  made.clandeftinely, 
or  that  the  Dog  was  half  ftrangled  before  thrown  into 
the  Water,  as  you  pitifully  infinuate  about  Mr.  Cowper's 
Experiments ;  for  your  farther  Satisfa&ion,  you  may  be 
informed  of  Mr.  Harrifon,  without  Eifhopfgate ;  cf 
Tho.  Serjeant,  Efq;  Gentleman  Porter  to  the  Tower  of 
London-,  Mr.  John  Lichfield,  Surgeon,  with  fundry 
other  Perfons,  a&i  Honeft  as  Judicious.  But  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Page  6.  Water  is  as  frequently  found  in  the  Cavity  of 
/^Abdomen,  as  the  Thorax. 

It  may  befo  ;  but  if  the  Stomach,  Guts,  &c.  in  the  for* 
mer.  and  the  Lungs  in  the  latter,  continue  firm  and  found 
(as  it  is  reported  they  were  in  Mrs.  Stout}  I  cannot  fee 
how  it  fhould  happen  to  be  found  in  either.  I  mud 
confefs,  I  have  never  fcen  it,  nor  was  there  any  thing 
Kkc  it  in  my  late  Experiment.    If  the  Fifiera  are  putrid 
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1  Ihould  not  wonder  at  it ;  but  if  otherwife,  I  flbould  be 
thankful  to  your  Mkrofcoptick  Anatomift  to  fhew  me 
how  or  wh  ch  way  it  fhould  enter. 

Asfoon  as  the  Lungs,  Stomach,  &£.  are  full  of  Water, 
the  Body  naturally  finks, 

I  fuppofe  the  &c.  includes  the  Thorax  and  Abdomen , 
as  well  as  the  Guts;  but  though  the  Lungs,  Stomach,  and 
thet^V.  are  full  of  Water,  in  the  Seple  of  Fulneis  here 
meant :  I  deny  that  the  Body  will  always  fink;  as  ha- 
ving feen  the  contrary,  and  can  bring  Proof  or  the  lame. 

Page  7.  //  is  ohfervalle,  you  fay,  thai  Human  Bodies 
after  Death,  admit  no  Water  ;  lecaufe  as  foon  as  Death 
feifes  a  Man ,  the  Sphincler  Mufcles  in  all  Parts  do  natu- 
rally contrail,  them/elves, 

How  it  is  in  Human  Bodies  I  can't  fay,  having  madb 
no  Experiment  of  that  kind:  But  that  it  is  always  Coin 
other  Animals  I  deny,  and  indeed  can  fee  no  Reafon  why- 
it  fhould  not  be  admitted  for  a  Paralel  Cafe.  For  though 
you  fay,  the  Sphindter  Mufcles  do  contraft  them&lves, 
yet  the  Epiglot  flands  open  ;  fo  that  unlels  the  Tongue 
and  Palate  by  their  Contiguity,  or  fome  Spumous  Mat- 
ter already  iathe  Windpipe,  intercept  its  paflage  What 
hinders.,  in  a  fupinePofitionof  the  Body,  but  that  fome 
fmall  quantity  of  Water  may  flip  within  the  Rimute  ? 
But  whether  or  not  the  Sphincters  do  always  naturally 
contract  themfelves  before  Death,  may  be  deputed  :  For 
they  fometimes  labour  at  that  time  with  fucha  Paraly  fls, 
as  occafions  a  Refolution  of  their  Nervous  Fibres,  and 
forces  them  involuntarily  to  let  go  their  Contenrs :  Thus 
nothing  is  more  common  than  for  dying  Animals,  whe- 
ther Rational  or  Irrational  ( if  foon  before  they  did  not 
Exonerate  )  to  let  fall  their  Urine,  and  JiUeftinal  fx- 
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That  1  might  inform  my  (elf  whether  the  Water  would 
*rt  into  a  Dead  Body,  1  caufed  a  Dog  to  be  fuffocated 
over  the  Fumes  of  a  Spirituous  Liquor,  prepared,  for  De- 
foliation, in  the  time  of  its  Fermentation;  and  though 
his  Nofe  was  held  fome  little  diftance  from  the  Surface, 
yet  it  ftiffled  him  to  Death  in  two  or  three  Minutes  time, 
after  this  he  was  thrown  into  the  Water,  and  funk  pre- 
feoriy  to  the  bottom,  where  he  lay  feveral  Hours.  Be- 
ing  carefully  taken  out,  I  open'd  his  Throat,  and  found 
che  Epiglot  (as  is  always  ufual)  railed  from  the  Wind- 
pipe, which  inclining  downwards,  there  was  difcharged 
about  three  Spoonfulls  of  fair  Water. 

Page  7.  The  immediate  floating  of  Human  Bodies , 
thrown  dead  into  the  Water,  I  believe  to  be  very  un- 
certain :  And  whoever  goes  about  to  eftablifh  it  for  an 
infallible  Hypothefis,  I  muft  needs  think  very  rafh  if  not 
guilty  of  a  downright  folly.  For,  though  your  Sea-men 
ihould  tell  me  a  Thoufand  idle  Stories,  1  know  there 
are  fo  many  caufes  that  may  alter  the  Cafe,  that  it  would 
be  very  rediculous  to  credit  fo  bold  an  Aflertion.  I  can- 
not fay,  I  have  as  yet  try'd  the  Experiment  on  a  Humane 
Body,  but  of  thole  other  Animals  (both  alive  and  dead 
when  thrown  into  the  Water)  which  I  have  made  ufe 
of,  there  was  but  one  which  floated,  and  that  I  thought 
mod  likely  to  be  found  at  the  bottom  as  having  recei- 
ved moll  Water  into  the  Lungs  and  Stomack.  If  the 
Dead  Body  of  an  Afcitical  Perfon  fhould  not  (ink,  it 
might  feem  flrange.  Oon  the  other  hand,  if  that  of  a  pure- 
ly Tympanitical,  fliould  not  Float,  it  would  be  equally  a 

wonder. 

If  the  Perfon  dyd  in  the  very  Aft  of  Infpiration^  the 
Lungs  you  lay,  will  le  full  of  Air,  &c. 

Here  Sir,  you  muft  give  me  leave  to  think  you  very 
much  out  of  the  way,  for  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  fbme  ve- 
ry 
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ry  fuddtn  and  violent  Death,  I  am  apt  to  believe  all  Per- 
form finifh  their  Life  in  the  Aft  of  Expiration,-  and  even 
in  the  mod  fudden  fetting  afide  that  of  ftrangiing  by  a 
Ligature,  where  the  Air  is  forcibly  included,  ancT  its 
palfoge  from  the  Windpipe  intercepted:  I  make  it  a 
Quejlim  whether  the  iafl  Motion  of  the  Lungs,  is  not 
that  of  its  Syftole  or  Contradion.  For,  although  to 
outward  appearance  ,  a  Mail  or  other  Creature  may  be 
thought  to  die  infpirirg;  and  feem  perfe&ly  devoy'd  ©f 
Sence  and  Motion:  Yet  by  laying  any.  poliflhtor  Dia» 
phonous  body  to  the  Mouth  and  Noftrils,  there  is  often- 
times a  Damp  contracted  on  the  fame,  which  is  nothing 
but  the  Air  in&nfibly  proceeding  out  of  the  Lungs,  and 
condenfed  on  the  furface  of  thefaid  Body. 

Tis  this  general  Opinion,  that  hath  given  Rife  to  that 
very  common  Expreffion ,  when  we  would  fignify  the 
Death  of  a  Friend,  by  faying  he  is  expired,  or  harh 
breathed  out  his  laft.  But  admit  the  AlTertion  good,  of 
Dying  in  the  Aft  of  Infpiration,  it  will  not  follow  that 
any  Dying  Perfon  can  take  a  tenth  Part  of  the  Air,  he 
did  in  perleft  Health:  And  fo  conftquentiy  cannot  fill 
his  Lungs  with  Air.  For  not  to  inftance  in  Afihmatic 
Perfons,  who  at  all  times  take  but  little  Air ,  by  reafon 
of  the  Obftru&ions  of  the  Bronchia  ;  and  are  therefore 
forced  upon  quick  breathing  :  It  is  very  rational  to  be- 
lieve that  immediately  before  Death ,  the  conftridiive 
Fibres  are  much  weakned ,  the  Biood  begins  to  Sragnize 
in  all  Parts,  and  being  carried  by  the  Arteria  venofa  in- 
to the  Lungs,  fafter  than  thrown  off  by  the  vena  Arteri- 
ofa,  into  the  left  Ventricle  of  the  Heart  a  great  part 
of  the  Pulmonary  Cells  are  fo  fluffed,  that  they  can  ad- 
mit but  little  Air:  So  that  the  quantity  of  what  we 
take  in  perfeft  Health ,  and  that  which  we  receive  Dy- 
ing, is  vaftly  difproportionate. 

-By 
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By  filling  the  thorax  with  the  fame  Air  forced  in  to 
the  Windpipe ,  unlefs  you  mean  filling  the  Lungs  in  the 
Thorax,  it  feems  of  kin  to  the  Jargon  of  filling  the 
Thorax ,  with  Water  out  of  the  Lungs.  For  my  Part, 
I  have  feveral  times  through  a  Tube,  blow'd  with  as  great 
Force  as  I  could  into  the  Lobes  of  the  Lungs,  and  cau- 
fing  at  the  fame  time ,  a  lighted  Candle  to  be  held  nigh 
their  Extremities,  and  round  about  them;  I  never  could 
perceive  the  leaft  Motion  of  *the  Flame,  whereby  I 
might  conjecture  the  Air  had  any  vent :  So  that  I  muft 
think  it  impoffible  that  either  Air  or  Water,  whilft  their 
Texture  continues  Firm,  can  infinuate  it  felf  into  the  Ca- 
vity of  the  Thorax ;  till  you  can  bring  me  fome  of  the 
diligent  Wallaus's  Gentlemen*  that  have  Pores  in  the  in- 
vefting  Membrane  of  their  Lungs,  as  big  as  the  longer 
fort  of  Peas. 

Page  9.  I  think  it  very  likely,  that  a  dead  Body  will 
be  more  Buoyant  in  Salt  than  in  Freflv water.  But  your 
Experiment  1  take  to  be  inconcjufive,  for  unlefs  you  had 
laid  that  a  Ship  will  fink  fome  Inches  lower  in  a  Sea  of 
Frefts-water,  than  in  one  of  Salt  :  Your  Adverfary  may 
object,  that  the  reafon  of  the  lower  finking  in  the  Thames, 
may  perhaps  be  as  much  owing  to  the  want  of  Depth, 
as  Salt. 

The  Difcordance  of  the  Phyficians,  is  beft  perceiv'd 
by  reading  over  the  Tryal,  fome  part  of  the  Difagree- 
ment  as  I  remember,  did  confift  in  this :  That  whereas 
on  the  King's  Part ,  it  was  affirm'd  the  Lungs  of 
Mrs.  Stout,  were  firm  and  found  ,  and  not  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  Water  in  the  Thorax;  for  the  Prifoner 
Mr.  Cowper,  it  was  reply'd,  that  if  the  inverting  Mem- 
brane ot  the  Lungs  was  found,  it  was  rediculous  to  ex- 
pect Water  in  the  Cheft  their  Enclofure. 

Again, 


Again,  For  the  King,  it  was  thought  impoflible  that 
any  l-erfon  thrown  alive  into  the  Water  ,  fhould  be 
drowned  without  (wallowing  or  taking  in  a  great  Quan- 
tity of  the  fame,  into  the  Scomach and  other  Cavities; 
Whereas  for  the  Prifoner  it  was  thought  very  Peflible 
two  or  three  Ounces  might  be  fufficient  to  Drown  any 
Submcrfcd  Perfon.    And  this  leads  me  to  yoiir  Tenth 
Page,  where  I  find  you  much  concern'd,  that  Mr.  Cow- 
pers  Phyficiam  ftiould  ftrenuoufly  urge,  that  Co  (mall  a 
quantity  of  Water  was  fufficient  for  this  Purpofe:  Which 
you  fay  they  grounded  on  a  Private  Experiment  on  a 
Dog  half-hang'd,  you  being  apt  to  think  that  there  was 
Artifice  in  the  Cafe  :  and  indeed  fo  (hould  I,  if  I  were 
fure  they  had  half  hang'd  him  -3  but  if  you  were  told 
fo  in  your  fleep  it  may  happen  to  be  falfe  5  or  if  not, 
I  think  you  are  but  little  obliged  to  any  Perfon,who 
who  was  fo  officious  as  to  tell  you  an  untruth,    f  low- 
ever,  that  you  may  not  be  told  of  any  Artifice  made 
ufe  of  in  my  Experiments  ,  I  0a-a.il  refer  you  to  the 
forefaid  Mr.  Serjeant.    He  is  a  Gentleman  very  curi- 
ous in  thefe  Enquiries,  a  Man  of  unqueftionable  Pro- 
bity, and  very  well  known  in  our  City  of  London. 

In  his  prefence,  with  divers  others,  I  caufed  a  Dog 
who  had  been  kept  fafting  almoft  twenty  four  Hours, 
to  be  plunged  under  Water,  without  fuffering  him  to 
rife  :  When  he  had  been  dead  fome  time,  I  took  him 
with  his  Head  ere&ed ,  that  we  might  not  lofe  a 
drop  of  Water  he  had  taken  in.  Having  made  a 
Ligature  on  the  Gula,  I  turned  down  the  Larynx, 
and  with  a  moderate  PrefTure,  there  was  difcharged  of 
Water  mixed  with  a  Spume  or  Froth,  about  four  large 
Spoonfuls. 

After  this,  I  came  to  the  Stomach,  which  I  percei- 
ved to  be  very  lank  and  flaccid  ,  when  cutting  into 

"       C  it, 
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i  t,  there  was  not  a  Drop- of  Water  to  be  found  $  nor 
indeed  the  lead  remains  of  the  Chylous  Juice,  which 
had  been  before  carry 'd  off  through  his  long  Fading, 
io  that  the  wrinkles  of  the  inward  Membrane  were  ve- 
ry confpicuous. 

Soon  after  I  drowned  another  before  the  fame  Com- 
pany, and  do  affaire  you  have  all  imaginable  reafon  to 
perfwade  my  felf,  that  all  the  Water  he  had  received 
was  let  into  the  Lungs,  which  did  not  exceed  two 
Ounces  and  an  half  :  But  in  this  latter,  (having,  un- 
known to  us,  been  fed  a  little  before)  the  Stomach- 
was  half  full  of  indigefted  Aliments,  yet  no  appea- 
rance of  Water,  which  in  Drowning  we  could  fup~ 
pofe  he  had  gulped  down. 

I  come  now  to  your  Pleafantry  with  Dr.  Sloan^vho 
it  feems  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  tell  the  Judge,  that  Ca- 
fes of  that  kind  were  very  uncommon  5  and  leaft  fome 
Ignorant  Perfon  fhould  be  to  feek  for  the  meaning  of 
the  words,  here  is  a  Parenthefis  clapt  in,  to  tell  us, 
that  by  Cafes  of  this  kind  is  meant  (for  Mrs.  Stout  to 
be  Drowned  without  any  Water  in  her?)  • 

I  thank  you  Sir  for  your  Information,  till  now  I 
did  not  think  the  Doftors  Words  were  fo  Myfterious, 
but  harmlefly  gave  them  a  quite  different  ConftrudU- 
on,  which  before  you  were  pleafed  to  be  fo  witty 
'.vith  them,  I  thought  very  natural  ^  and  having  fince 
a-ked  others ,  they  tell  me  the  Dr.  means  the  Cafes 
of  Drowned  Bodies  Remarkt  upon,  efpecially  when 
they  have  been  laid  fix  Weeks  under  Ground,  and  af- 
terwards infpefted  to  find  Water.    Now,  Sir,  if  fince 
the  Creation  of  Man  or  Woman  either,   you  have 
heard  of  fuch  a  Cafe  before,  or  if  in  the  Multiplici- 
ty of  your  Practice,  you  have  met  with  any  thing  like 
it,  1  think  Vis  great  Injuftice.  that  you  have  fo  long 
concral'd  it>  '  »  I 
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^  I  would  gladly  know  preciiely  what  you  mean  by 
Drowning.  You  think  that  no  Perfon  cati  properly 
be  faid  to  be  Drown'd,  who  hath  not  fwallow'd,  (1 
fhould  rather  like  received  or  let  in,  becaufe  fwallow- 
ing,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  is  proper  to  the  Gul- 
let) above  two  or  three  Ounces  of  Water  ;  and  I 
think,  that  if  under  Water  thofe  two  or  three  Ounces 
do  effedt  his  Deflru&ion ,  he  is  as  truly  faid  to  be 
Drowned,  as  if  he  had  taken  in  two  or  three  Gallons. 

If  Refpiration  could  by  any  Contrivance,  be  fecu- 
red  to  a  Perfon  under  Water,  he  would  be  then  in  no 
danger  of  Drowning.  Again,  fet  him  up  to  the 
Chin,  and  if  it  were  poffible,  let  him  fwallow  a  Tun  $ 
tho'  it  may  be  otherways  mifchievous,it  will  not  drown 
him.  For  if,  as  may  be  inferred  from  your  Opinion, 
Drowning  muft  be  meafured  by  a  great  Quantity  of 
Liquor  fwallow'd  into  the  Stomach,  we  have  abun- 
dance of  thofe  Drowned  Perfons,  fome  of  them  top 
full,  daily  reeling  about  our  Streets  in  Lon&dn^  and  I 
believe  you  have  fome  few  of  them  in  your  Town 
of  Hertford  :  Hitherto  we  have  called  them  Drunken 
Perfons 3  and  you  will  find  it  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  perfwade  them,  that  they  are  properly  or  truly 
Drowned. 

Since  then  it  is  not  the  greater  quantity  fwallowed 
into  the  Stomach,  but  the  leflTer  taken  into  the  Lungs, 
that  kills  the  Creature,  and  fince  there  is  no  fuch  thing 
at  all  as  Drowning,  but  by  that  fmaller  Quantity  en- 
tring  the  faid  part  3  I  reckon  that  if  a  Man  dies  un- 
der Water,  without  the  diftin&ion  of  more  or  lefs 
Water  taken  in,  he  is  as  much  and  as  really  Drown- 
ed, as  any  thing  can  be.  I  know  the  word  is  fome- 
what  ambiguous,  and  Cuftom  hasapply'd  it  different- 
ly:  for  if  a  Perfon  upon  Land,  by  Liquor  acciden- 

C  2  tally 
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tally  milling  on  the  Lungs,  or  as  it  is  call'd,  going 
the  wrong  way,  receives  his  Death :  This  I  fay  is  na- 
med Suffocation  $  but  if  the  fame  thing  betides  him 
under  Water,  we  ufually  call  it  Drowning  $  tho'  the 
latter  is  as  much  Suffocated  as  the  former.  But  I  have 
already  been  too  long  on  this  matter,  and  (hall  there- 
fore proceed. 

Page  1 1.  J  hope  by  this  time,  you  are  no  great  (Iran- 
ger  to  the  meaning  of-  that  general  Queftion  you  take 
notice  of,  about  Water  in  the  Thorax  5  if  being  fen- 
fible  of  the  Blunder,  they  had  ingeniouHy  quitted  it  5 
I  believe  it  had  been  much  better  5  but  whether  or  no 
their  perfifting  in  it  has  been  any  advantage  to  them, 
the  Learned  World  mud  judge. 
I  cannot  think  the  inverting  Membrane  of  the  Lungs, 
fo  eafily  torn  in  Coughing :  if  it  {hould  there  may  an 
Ulcer  of  the  Lungs  enfue,  for  the  Solution  would  not 
prefently,  if  at  all ,  be  re-united  :  But  what  of  this, 
or  what  would  you  infer.  I  cann't  perfwade  my  felf 
there  is  any  Coughing  under  Water7that  (hould  break 
their  Continuity.  1 

I  find  the  Dr.  is  net  yet  got  out  of  your  Clutches. 
He  brings  us,  poor  Gentleman,  fomany  //Vand  and's^ 
that  his  Sentences  happen  to  prove  un-intelligible  5  for 
where  he  tells  us,  that  if  there  was  a  great  Fermenta- 
tion, a  great  deal  of  the  Water  would  rife  up  in  Va- 
pours and  Steams,  and  go  off  that  way  5  we  are  at  a 
Lofs  it  feemeth  what  way  he  means. 

Page  12.  I  cant  imagine^  fay  you,  by  that  way ,  what 
way  he  means. 

I  know  not  what  you  may  imagine,  yet  I  cannot 
think  you  altogether  fo  dull  as  you  pretend:  But 
others  do  imagine,  that  by  the  way  of  Steams  and 
Vapours,  he  means  the  way  of  Steams  and  Vapours  : 

or 
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or  if  'twill  be  more  eafy  to  your  imagination \  under 
the  form,  after  the  manner,  ©r  by  the  way  of  Evapo* 
ration.  Through  what  parages  thefe  Vapours,  were 
to  make  their  way,  was  another  Queftion,  which  if 
you  were  to  ask  him,  he  would  perhaps  tell  you  thro* 
the  Pores  of  the  Body.  But  it  feems,  to  ferve  a  turn, 
all  Out-lets  muft  be  barr'd  and  bolted  5  the  Sphinfters 
mud  be  lockt  up,  and  all  the  coverings  of  the  Body 
grow  fo  denfe  and  compaft,  that  not  one  poorCor- 
pufcle  (hall  gain  its  Liberty :  fo  that  altho*  fame 
fteams  cannot  extricate  themfelves  from  putrid  Flefh, 
yet  others  will  get  through  Plaiftend  and  Brick- 
Walls,  nay  the  very  (tones  themfelves  are  not  a  Fence 
agaihft  their  Penetration.  But  if  a  certain  Perfon, 
prefent  at  the  Diife&ion,  does  not  retraft,  I  was  told 
there  was  a  moifture  fomewhat  like  thefe  Steams,  on 
the  Burial  Cloaths  of  Mrs.  Stout  5  in  others  1  have 
been  informed  it  has  been  frequently  obferved  :  But 
rather  than  this  Putrefactive  Moifture,  or  fort  of  Dew, 
which  has  been  feen  upon  the  Shrowdsof  the  Dead, 
fhould  be  thought  toarife  from  the  Body  :  I  fuppofe 
you  would  choofe  to  account  for  it,  from  the  Sub- 
terranean Damps,  working  through  the  Coffin,  and 
fo  fedirig  on  the  Corps. 

Page  13.  I  make.no  queftion,  but  that  dead  Flefh, 
whether  in  or  out  of  Water,  will  quickly  grow  pu- 
trid :  but  which  of  them  will  be  fo  fooneft,  I  can't  fce 
pofitive,  tho'  I  am  rather  inclining  to  Dr. Garth's  Opi- 
nion, and  to  think  that  Water  will  rather  retard  than 
haften  putrefaftion  :  In  a  little  time  I  fnall  be  better  a- 
ble  to  giveSatisfattion  to  them  who  require  it. 

Page  14.  You  muft  excufe  me,  if  I  don't  come  up 
to  your  Belief,  that  there  was  a  Lapfus  Lingua,  in  the 
Dr's.  Diftin&ionof  Accident  and  Defign,  as  believing 
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it  founded  both  on  Keafon  and  Experience  :  but  if 
-  you  will  allow  them  as  much  Difference  as  maybe 
found  in  your  witty  Simile,  P.  1 6,  between  the Perfon 
who  pu$teth  the  Rafter  about  his  own  Neck,  and  one 
(as  you  exprels  it)  that  the  Hang-man  forcerh  it  on. 
i  know  not  whether  they  will  defire  any  more. 

Page  17.  The  Animals  I  drown  d,  had  all  of  them 
much  Fcoth  came  from  their  Mouths  and  Noftrils  5 
and  after  having  taken  out  of  one  of  them,  the  Lungs 
and  Wind-pipe,  and  laid  ihem  on  a  Table,  I  obfer- 
ved  this  Spumous  Matter  plentifully  to  rife  up,  and  to 
run  over  the  Epiglottis  :  infomuch  that  it  feemed  like- 
ly the  Lobes  might  be  quickly  emptied  of  their  Water 
by  this  way  of  Purgation.  I  cannot  fay  this  Froth 
is  peculiar  to  Drownd  Perfons $  for  tho'  perhaps  the 
Lungs  may  not  furnifhthe  Matter,  yet  to  Perfons  dy- 
ing otherways ,  there  very  often  happens  fo  quick  a 
Ferment  in  the  Stomach,  that  the  Contents  thereof 
are  frequently  Difcharged  by  the  Gullet,  under  this 
Appearance.  I  know  stis  pofitively  aiferted  by  one  of 
the  Phyficians,  that  if  Mrs.  Stout  had  not  been  Drown- 
ed, there  had  been  noneof  this  Purgation,  I  fuppofe 
he  means  from  the  Wind-pipe,  and  then  I  am  encli- 
ning  to  the  fame  Opinion. 

Viv.Herriot  muft  be  anfwerable  for  his  own  Contra- 
diction, 1  am  fo  far  from  defending  him,  that  if  he 
or  any  one  elfe,  fhould  tell  me  it  was  fo  general  a 
Rule,  as  did  admit  of  no  Exception,  I  fhould  give  lit- 
tle heed  to  them,  fince  I  find  it  very  uncertain. 

Pag*  I9«  Having  now,  as  you  fuppofe  cleared  the 
way,  and  knockt  down  all  before  you :  the  next  thing 
is  your  Account  of  her  Death  :  but  if  I  am  not  much 
deceiv'd,  the  Entrance  to  it,  is  either  thro*  your  unfit- 
nefs  for  the  Task,  or  the  weaknefs  of  your  Intelleft, 


ufhei'din  with  a  very  great  miftake. 
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If  this  Gentlewoman,  fay  you,  was  not  Drowned,  as 
the  Doflors  and  Surgeons  for  the  Prifoners,  feem  to  inji- 
nuate. 

How  !  Did  the  Do&ors  for  the  Prifoners  infmuatethat 
She  was  not  Drowned,  I  profcfs  I  thought  they  had  all 
vraken  it  tor  granted  that  She  was  Drowned.  Dr.  CreUt 
I  think  in  particular  was  a  Phyfician  for  the  Prifoners, 
and  He  exprefly  teiis  the  Judge  *  that  He  is  not  to  def- 
cant  upon  the  Matter  of  Fad,  whether  She  Drowned 
her  felt  i  Yet  faith  He,  my  firm  Opinion  is  that  She 
was  Drowned. 

Now  if  to  be  pofitive  or  firmly  to  believe  She  was 
Drowned,  be  the  fame  thing  as  infinuating  (he  was  no: 
Drowned :  I  fee  not  how  any  Man  can  rightly  appre^ 
hend  anothers  meaning,  but  by  the  Rule  of  Contraries. 
1  confels  you  have  already  told  us  of  the  weaknefs  of 
your  Intellect,  but  how  weak  foever  rhat  may  be,  I 
muft  needs  think  your  Memory  is  very  Treacherous, 
Now  as  to  the  Manner  of  Mrs.  Stout's  Death. 

Firft  then  we  are  to  understand,  She  was  knocked  down 
with  a  Blow  upon  Her  left  Ear.  Secondly,  After  She 
was  down,  She  was  throtled  with  the  Gripe  of  a  flrong . 
Hand.  And  Thirdly,  J  hat  the  Perfon  who  throtled  Her, 
might  gripe  the  Stronger  ,  He  refted  his  Arm  upon  Her 
Br  e  aft. 

On  my  word  Sir  you  have  made  it  cut  extreamly  well, 
I  find  'tis  a  rare  thing  to  have  a  quick  Invenrion  :  And  I 
muft  tell  you  for  your  Incouragement,  'tis  a  Qutftion 
whether  thebeft  Mathematitian  in  our  City  of  London, 
could  have  done  it  more  exacliy.  Twas  well  your 
fruitful  Genious  was  confulted  to  unty  this  Knot,  other- 
wife  we  might  have  met  with  much  difficulty, and  perhaps 
had  never  been  able  to  have  folved  (b  many  perplexing 
Phenomena  with  fo  much  perfpicuity. 
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I  muft  cenfefs  'twas  very  unlucky  for  Mr.  Cowper, 
thefe  fellings  hapned  fo  pat  for  your  Learned  Comments: 
But  had  they  been  elfewhere,  I  fear  they  would  not  haw 
efcaped  your  penetrating  Judgment.  Thus  upon  the 
Belly  they  might  have  been  made  by  kneeling  to  keep 
Her  down :  Upon  her  Back  by  failing  on  the  (aid  Part  a- 
gainft  the  Ground  Her  Thighs  might  happen  to 
be  trampled  on  in  the  Scuffle  ,  and  nothing  more 
likely,  than  that  fome  Body  (housd  lye  upon  her  Legs, 
lor  fear  fhe  ihould  rife  again  before  they  had  difpatch'd 
her.  Thus,  right  or  wrong,  rather  than  itfiiouldbe 
thought  fhe  was  acceflory  to  her  own  Death,  we  muft 
find  out  the  beft  means  we  can ,  on  which  to  ground  a 
Ptrfwafion  that  it  happened  orherwiie,  and  that  of  ne- 
ceffity  there  muft  be  violence  in  the  Cafe. 

We  come  now  to  the  Reafons,  why  you  can't  believe 
fhe  did  deftroy  her  felf :  which  I  (hall  briefly  fpeak  to, 
as  they  lye  in  order ;  and,  with  you,  fubmit  my  felf  co 
better  Judgments. 

The  firjl  is,  Becaufe  fhe  was  found  without  her  Gown  and 
N/gtbtrail,  which  (that  we  may  have  a  Salve  for  every 
Soar)  we  re  very  prolally  torn  in  the  Scuffle. 

As  to  this,  I  muft  think'k  rational  to  fuppofe,  that  (he 
her  felf  might  take  than  off,  to  promote  (as  fhe  might 
imagine)  the  fpeedy  finking,  or  prevent  the  Difcovery 
of  her  Body ,  by  their  threading  on  the  Surface 
of  the  Water  nor  do  I  fee  any  great  Difficulty 
in  the  Thought,  that  a  Norwich  Stuff  may  be  rotted  un- 
der Water,  in  as  little  time  as  the  Gown  was,  of  which 
we  are  fpeaking.  If  the  Nightrail  be  never  found  ,  I 
hope  it  does  not  follow  that  (lie  was  Murdered :  I 
fliould  rather  think,  if  the  Gown  was  brought  and 
thrown  in  afterwards ,  fo  might  the  Nightrail  too  ^ 
which  would  have  been  as  eafily  rotted  elfewhere,  as  the 
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Gown,  and  with  the  fame  Trouble  both  might  have 
been  caft  into  the  Water.  I  can't  fuppofe,  admitting  it 
had  been  in  the  River  from  the  time  of  her  Drowning, 
that  it  would  have  been  always  in  one  Place  ;  but  rather 
carry 'd  by  the  Stream  under  Water ,  fomecimes  to  one 
blace  fometimes  to  another  :  fometimes  lodg'd  and 
.fomerimes  at  Liberty r  ss  we  find  other  Trumpery  will 
be  under  a  Current :  So  that  fuppofing  -the  Miller  had 
very  diligently  clear'd  that  very  Stake,  but  half  an  hour 
before  ;  what  hinders  the  poffibility  but  that  the  nexc 
half  hour,  the  Gown  either  by  it  felf,  or  together  with 
other  Trafh,might  be  carry'd  thither  by  the  Stream  and 
lodg'd  ? 

Page  xc.  Secondly,  Becaufe  /be  was  found  Floating, 
of  which  you  make  no  doubt,  becaufe  it  was  Sworn  by  Je- 
veral  VVitnejfes. 

I  have  already  taken  Notice,  that  from  this,  there 
can  be  nothing  certainly  infer'd;  Dead  Bodies  thrown 
into  Water,  I  am  (atisfVd  will  often  Sink,  and  Drowned 
Bodies  fometimes  will  not :  But  as  to.  the  Cafe  before  us, 
'tis  plain  that  feme  of  thofe  who  view'd  the  Body,  gave 
a  different  Rebiion  from  fome  others.  Thus  fbme  of 
them  faid  She  did  Float  though  it  was  under  Water, 
w  hilft  others,  who  flhould  kpow  beft,  being  the  Parifh 
Officers  and  em  ploy 'd  by  the  Coroner  to  take  Her  out, 
Depofe,  that  the  Body  lay  half  a  Foot  under  Water,  and 
that  for  any  thing  they  could  perceive,  Her  Feet  might 
touch  the  bottom  ,  and  farther  that  when  She  was  hea- 
ved up,  there  were  feveral  Sticks  and  Flags  on  which 
She  refted ;  but  without  all  this,  Sir,  I  think  it  very 
Natural  for  a  Dead  Body  which  is  always  Buoyant,  in 
a  Current  four  or  five  Foot  deep  ,  by  the  bare  Force  of 
the  Stream  when  it  meets  with  a  flaming  Oppofition,  to 
be  raifed  from  the  bottom. 

D  Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  Becaufe  Her  Belly  was  not  at  all  Swollen. 
No-r  was  it  at  all  neccffary,  though  Drowned ,  that  it 
(fcould. 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  no  Water  came  out  of  Her when 
lifted  cut  of  the  Water,  nor  purged  from -Her  after* 
wards. 

This,  with  Submiffion,  is  a  miftake:  For,  though 
there  is  no  quantity  of  Water  taken  Notice  of,  to  iflue 
front  Her ;  yet  is  it  agreed  on  both  Sides,  that  She  did 
purge  at  the  Mouth  and  Noftrils :  Some  fay  more,  others 
lefs.  The  two  Principal  who  took  Her  out ,  and  flood 
by  for#fome  time  afterwards  ,  do  affirm  that  the  Froth 
came  out  after  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  run  down  the  fides 
of  the  Face,  and  that  as  it  was  wiped  of,  frelh  Froth 
came  prefently  on  again  ;  which  Doftor  Crell  does  alien:, 
could  not  have  hapned  had  She  been  ftrangled  or  other- 
ways  kilTd  before.  Whether  this  be  fo  or  not,  I  believe 
it  very. Poffible,  where  little  Water  is  received  (and  ve- 
ry little  will  fuffice  to  Drown  a  Perfon  ),  if  there  be  fa 
great  a  Purgation  at  the  Mouth  and  Noftrils,  moft  if 
not  all  the  Water,  may  be  turned  into  a  Spumous  Mat- 
ter, at  lead:  fo  much  that  there  will  be  noabfolute  Necet 
fity,  for  Water  to  run  out  upon  the  Motion  of  the  Body 
afterwards. 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  Her  Inwards  were  not  putrified. 

After  fix  Weeks  time,  1  (hould  indeed  have  cxpe&ed 
Putrifa&ion  from  any  Perfon  under  Ground,  that  had 
not  been  Imbalmed,  without  regard  to  Water  taken  in- 
to the  Body,-  which  whether  or  no  it  haften  Pucrifa- 
#ion,  is  very  difputable:  What  it  may  do  under  the 
Earth  I  know  not,  but  I  much  queftion  whether  Dead* 
flc(h,  cover'd  over  with  Water,  will  grow  Putrid  fo  foon 
as  that  whiclns  expos'd  to  the  immediate  Contadt  of  the 
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Air.  Of  this  I  {hall  able  to  fay  more  in  a  little  tare 
and  for  the  prelent  leave  it  an  a  Problem  undecided. 

Sixthly,  From  the  jeveral  diflinU  fet lings  of  Blood, 
unujual  in  Drowned  Perfons. 

Upon  the  Tryal,  it  is  affirm'd  by  MtXamlin,  that 
both  Mr.  Dimfdale  and  Himfelf  having  viewed  the  Bo- 
dy, did  give  it  irr  as  their  Opinion  to  the  Coroner,  that 
there  were  no  other  fectlements  or  ftagnations  of  the 
Blood  than  that  what  may  ufually  happen  to  Drowned 
Bodies.  Mr.  Camlin  inftances  in  the  Child  for  one,  but 
whether  that  were  fo  or  not,  I  have  perceived  it  my  felf 
on  the  Superfice  of  a  Drowned  Body,  nor  do  I  fee  why 
it  may  not  be  found  on  the  Neck  and  Breaft,  as  foon  as 
on  other  Parts. 

Seventhly,  From  the  continual Diflurlance,  MrsGwttty 
was  under*  both  in  Mind  and  Body,  never  thelefs  She  would 
not  difcover  ity  till  She  was  almofl  frightned  out  of  Her 
Senfes.,  ly  the  Voice,  as  She  thought,  of  Mrs.  Stout, 
which  utter' d the fe  Words,  Divulge  ,  Conceal  nothing. 

If  Mts.Gurrey  was  difturbed  in  Mind,  it  would  (eem 
ftrangethat  file  ffcould  not  be  difturbed  inBody;  the  latter 
being,  as  I  fuppofe,  feldom  or  never  eafy,  whilft  the 
former  is  under  Trouble  or  Difquiet.  But  whether 
Mrs.  Gurrey's  mighty  Difturbance,  had  other  Rife  than 
a  Whim  of  the  Brain,  founded  upon  a  ftrong  Prepoflefc 
ft  on  of  Fancy,  may  very  reafonably  be  queftion'd  :  For 
my  part,  I  look  on  it  fo  natural,  for  a  doating  ignorant 
old  Woman  to  be  terrified  with  the  Diforder  of  her  own 
Imagination,  before  hand  perverted  by  too  deep  Refle- 
ction ;  though  the  fame  has  nothing  but  a  Chimera  to 
fupport  it,  that  I  am  never  ftartled  when  I  hear  of  their 
Pretences  to  Voices  and  Revelations.  Thefe  you  know 
are  not  ingroflsd,  though  more  peculiar  to  a  diftind 
Seel.  So  that  if  once  fuch  Perfons  happen  to  be  firongly 
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opinion'd  that  any  thing  may  be  fo,  they  need  but  fall 
afleep  for  a  Confirmation  that  it  is  fo. 

Had  you  not  already  acquainted  us  with  the  Weaknefs 
of  your  Intelled,  and  your  Incapacity,  &c.  I  fhould 
have  been  ftartled  that  a  Man  of  Learning  and  Solid 
Judgment  (hould  build  on  the  idle  Fancies  of  a  dream- 
ing old  Woman.  I  think,  how  greatly  foever  (he  might 
be  difturbed  before  in  Mind  or  Body,  ihe  has  now  more 
Reafon  to  be  concernd,  that  by  her  fond  belief  of  a  Re- 
velation, thofe  Men  (hould  be  brought  into  danger  of 
their  LUes,  whom  we  hive  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve were  as  Innocent  as  her  feif,  and  little  or  none  to 
to  think  they  {hould  be  guilty  of  fueh  a  horrid  Fad:  as 
they  were  accus'd  of. 

Page  vi.  Eighthly,  from  what  is  faornhy  ffo  Gurrevs 
againfi  their  Lodgers  at  the  Tryal. 

Could  1  believe  all  to  be  true  that  the  Gurreys  fwore, 
I  fliould  make  no  queftion  of  the  Likelyhooa  of  thefe 
Mens  Guilt :  But  that  they  did  ftretch  in  fome  things, 
is  very  eafy  to  believe,  by  fome  Particulars  at  the  Tryal, 
and  by  their  Behaviour  before,  at,  and  after  the  fame, 
we  lin  e  great  Inducements  to  perfuade  us  that  they  did 
(o  in  others.    Thus  it  is  proved  that.  Gurrey  himfelf 
went  out  of  the  Court  in  a  boafting  way,  to  tell  fome  of 
his  Acquaintance,  That  he  had  done  Cowper'x  Bufinefs; 
or  to  that  effedt.    And  at  another  time  he  faid,  that  if 
Mr.  Covvper  had  vijjted  Old  Mrs.  Stout ,  none  of  this 
Trouble  had  lefaln  him.    Another  thing  difcovers  the 
Malice  of  the  Profecution,  in  that  though  themfelves 
fufpe&ed  Mrs.  Stout's  Maid,  yet  this  was  not  to  be  ta- 
ken notice  of,  for  fear  of  taking  off  her  Evidence  :  And 
if  his  Wife  could  fo  readily  turn  the  Fifty  Shillings, 
Mv.^Marfon  had  that  Day  received  in  Southwark,  tor 
Bufinefs  done  in  the  Borough-Court,  into  Fifty  Pound, 
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fuppoftd  to  be  paid  him  for  Murthering  Mrs.Sarab  Stout 
at  Hertford ;  fhe  might  by  the  fame  kind  of  Improve- 
ment, or  by  a  Miftake,  underftand  all  the  reft. 

It  Teems  indeed  to  me,  the  moft  notorious  Abfurdity 
can  be  imagin'd,  that  had  thefe  Men  really  came  down 
on  fuch  a  Defign,  they  (hould  g;o  diredHy  to  tell  their 
Landlady ,  Mrs.  Stout's  Bufinefs  was  done,  they  had 
fpoiled  her  Courting  Days,  and  that  one  of  them  had 
received  Fifty  Pounds  for  doing  her  Bufinefs. 

In  Matters  of  this  Nature,  where  we  can  have  nothing 
but  idle  Stories,  and  an  Old  Wive's  Dream  to  raife 
the  Sufpicion,-  I  think  it  highly  behoves  us,  before  we 
pafs  our  Cenfure,  to  pay  a  juft  Regard  to  the  Chara- 
fier  and  Reputation  of\the  Perfon.  Thus  indeed,  tho' 
it  will  be  impoflibie  for  Mr.  Cowper  to  clear  himfelf,  in 
the  Opinion  of  every  one  who  knows  nothing  of  him  :_ 
Yet  I  am  ready  to  think  there  are  few  who  know  him 
(unlets  feme  particular  Perfons,  that  upon  any  Terms, 
would  willingly  ruine  the  Intereft  of  his  Family  in  that 
County)  will  be  brought  to  a  Perfwafion  he  could  (b 
barbaroufly  imbrue  his  Hands  in  Blood-,  though  inflead 
of  the  pretended  One  Thoufand  Pound,  he  might  have 
gained  Ttn  :  And  as  to  the  other  Perfons,  'tis  viflbJe  they 
live  in  Credit  and  Reputition,  their  Characters  well  at* 
tefted,  and  not  one  of  them  in  the  lead:  likely,  to  make 
an  Aflaffine,  for  the  Lucre  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds. 

Ninthly,  From  the  Sentiments  of  the  Grand  Jury, 

I  muft  needs  think  that  on  fb  formal  an  Indictment 
drawn  up  againft  thefe  Gentlemen ;  fuch  ftrenuous  Alle- 
gations of  their  being  Guilty;  fo  foul  a  Crime  charged 
on  them  ;  fuch  a  Circumftance  attending,  as  that  of  ( 
Mr.  Cowpers  being  laft  in  her  Company,  and  the  others 
of  his  Acquaintance:  efpecially  when  Mrs. Gurre/s Tale 
had  been  fet  out  with  abundance  of  Aggravation ;  I  fee.  , 
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I  fee  not  how  for  Publick -Satisfaftion  as  well  as  Pnv  ate 
the  Grand  Jury  could- do  lei's  than  Find  the  Bill.  But  as 
to  the  Petty  Jury  as  you  call  them,  I  wife  you  had 
nam'd  thofe  feveral,  who  did  believe  her  murder'd  after 
the  Try.HL  S  am  affurVl  that  feme  of  them  have  openly 
decla/d,  they  thought  the  Gentlemen  we  fpeakoV  had 
been  fo  much  abus'd,  that  the  Profecutor's  Eftate,  if  it 
were  ten  times  larger  than  it  is,  was  little  enough  to 
make  them  Reparation. 

As  to  the  Letters  produc d  in  Cpurt,  your  Thoughts 
it  feems  are,  Jhat  they  are  not  of  a  Legitimate,  hut  a  Spu- 
rious Iffue :  And  why  ? 

i.  Becaufe  the  Stile  doth  no  ways  fait  her  Char  after. 

If  the  Author  of  the  Hertford- Letter  had  no  extraor- 
dinary, or  perhaps  no  Knowledge  at  all  of  her,  but  takes 
every  thing  on  Truft  from  her  Friends  and  Relations  : 
he  ought  not  to  be  fo  pofitive,  that  the  Stile  does  no 
way  fuit  her  Charafter.  If  by  Stile,  as  the  Word  gene- 
rally  is  underftood,you  mean  the  Order  of  her  Thoughts, 
or  the  Manner  of  her  Expreffion,  you  muft  own  fhe 
might  have  Senfe  enough  to  be  the  Author  of  thofe 
Compofitions.  But  I  find  you  make  fo  bold  with  the 
Ufe  of  Words,  and  take  them  (o  differently  from  other 
Learned  Men,  that  in  fome  places  it  Occafions  a  little 
Difficulty  to  underftand  you.  If  by  Stile  then,  as  I  ima- 
gine, you  wou'd  fignify  the  Subjed*  of  the  Difcourfe, 
or  the  Matter  of  the  Compofure  ;  I  have  moreReafbn  to 
think,  than  I  will  at  prefent  make  Publick,  that  thefe 
Letters  do  well  enough  fuit  her  Character,  with  fome 
that  knew  her.  And  I  muft  tell  you,  that  I  am  ready 
to  believe,  had  her  Mother  been  asked  the  Queftion 
fome  Months  before  fhe  dyed,  when  (he  had  fome  Words 
with  her  one  Evening  in  the  Garden  ;  or  about  the  time 
when  Theopbilns  was  fent  tor  to  reprove  her,  about  her 

falling 


(  *9  ) 

falling  from  the  Light :  I  fay  at  thefctimes,  I  can't  think" 
her  Mother  would  have  deny'd,  but  that  thefe  Letters 
might  have  been  fuitabie  to  her  Charafter.  However, 
(he  is  now  out  of  a  Capacity  to  defend  her  felf,  and  up- 
on that  Account  it  might  feem  ill,  with  Contempt  to 
tread  upon  her  ABies ;  I  (hall  therefore  fay  no  more, 
but  that  I  would  not  have  you  too  bufy  with  the  Cha- 
racter, left  you  fhould  happen  to  make  good  an  old 
Proverb. 

2.  Becaufe  the  Mother  doth  affirm,  the  Letter  fbewn  in 
Courts  was  of  a  fmaller  Char  after,  than  ever  Jhe  ohferved 
her  Daughter  to  write,  neither  doth  her  Brother  think  them 
to  he  Genuine. 

Would  it  not  have  been  very  odd,  if  the  Mother  and 
Brother,  who  came  to  fecure  the  Reputation  of  fo  near  a 
Relation  (though  never  fb  well  fatisfied  that  it  was  her 
Hand)  fhould  have  fatd  otherwift  than  they  did.  For 
my  part,  I  take  both  their  Anfwers  to  be  fo  unfatisfado- 
ry,  not  to  fay  fooliSh,  that  nothing  but  the  Relation 
they  were  fpeaking  for,  can  plead  their  Excufe. 

The  Mother  being  asked  by  the  Judge,  whether  (he 
thought  it  was  her  Daughters  Hand,  reply's  only,  how 
fhould  I  how  .<?  /  know  Jhe  was  no  fuch  Ferfon,  her  Hand 
may  he  counterfeited.  Being  qucltion'd  again  what  (he 
would  fay  to  it,  if  it  had  been  written  in  a  more  Sober 
Stile,  She  anfwers,  /  fhant  fay  it  to  he  her  Hand,  unlefi 
I  had feen  her  write  it. 

The  Brother  being  interrogated  on  the  fame  Queftion, 
fays,  T»  like  his  Siflers  Hand :  But  being  ask'd  if  He 
did  believe  it  washer  Hind,  HeN  reply's,  Mo:  And  why? 
Becaufe  it  does  not  fuit  her  Ch* rafter.  Now  let  the 
World  judge,  if  this  contains  any  more  than  if  the  Mo- 
ther had  (aid,  becaufe  She  was  my  Daughter,  or  the 
Brother,  becaufe  She  was  my  Sifter,  we  won't  believe  it, 

leaft 
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leaft  the  World  fliould  look  on  Her  to  have  been  a  Lewd 
Woman. 

3.  Bacaufe  there  was  no  mention  made  of  thefe  Letters, 
till  the  common  Report  of  Her  being  with  Child  {  which 
had  been  induflrioufly  fpread  Abroad  by  feveral,  but  by 
none  more  zealeujly  than  by  a  Nominal  Quaker  ^  her  jormer 
Admirer  )  was  proved  to  be  falfe,  &c. 

If  thele  Letters  were  taken  Notice  of,  To  foon  as  the 
Report  of  her  being  wuh  Child,  it  was  very  early,  for 
that  Morning  She  was  taken  out  of  the  Water,  it  was 
whifper'd  in  the  Country,  and  ac  N;ght  I  heard  from 
ibme  in  London,  that  they  believ'd  it  very  likely  for 
Her  to  be  with  Child  :  And  that  to  prevent  the  enfujng 
Jnfamy,  She  had  made  her  felf  away.  This  was  no 
more  than  what  is  generally  Sufpe&ed ,  when  a  Sing!e 
Gentlewoman  is  by  any  means  Accedory  to  Her  own 
Death.  So  that  without  difpute,  if  the  Nominal  Qua- 
ker had  not  been  concern'd  in  it,  the  Report  would  have 
ipread  without  him,  But  I  judge  this  Epithet  is  beftow- 
ed  on  Him,  not  fo  much  for  that  He  thought  and  re- 
ported Her  to  be  with  Child,  which  Hundreds  did  be- 
fides  Him  at  that  time,  but  becaufe  Hs  was  fo  very  of- 
ficious to  prove  her  Hand  by  his  Receipt. 

This  may  indeed  be  thought  a  mean  Spirited  A&ion 
from  Him,  as  He  had  been  Her  former  Admirer :  And  I 
think  if  her  Hand  writing  could  have  been  proved  with- 
out his  Appearance,  He  Should  have  ftirred  laft.  How- 
ever I  would  not  have  You  fo  very  angry  at  Him,  fince 
I  don't  find  that  He  got  any  thing  more  by  it,  than  to 
have  the  Judge  inform'd,  that  He  was  one  of  their  own 
Sedh  And  if  for  this  only,  He  muft  be  a  Nominal  Qua- 
ker, I  could  tell  You  of  (bme  that  have  had  great  Parts 
to  A<St  in  this  Profecution,  that  are  as  far  from  being 
Real  Quakers  ( if  to  be  fo  is  a  Perfection  )  as  Mr.  B.~  — 

Page 


Page  22.    4.  Becaufe  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  kvck^tv^nthe  fryal Swear 
that  A/r.Gowper  Depofed  (bat  Mrs.  Stout  was  a  ModeH  Perfcn,  &c* 

When  Mr.  Cowper  was  before  the  Coroner,  He  dreamt  not  of  the 
approaching  Storm  that  was  coming  upon  Him  :  And  I  think 'twas 
not  reafonable  that  he  fhould  concern  himfelf  at  all  wirh  her  Cha- 
racter ;  there  were  not  wanting  thofe ,  who  were  ready  enough  to 
think  He  had  been  too  familiar  with  Her,  and  that  on  lome  refent- 
ment  taken  at  his  Carnage  to  Her,  (he  had  deftroy'd  her  felf :  So 
that  if  'twere  only  to  wipe  off  this  Sufpicion,  His  Account  of  Her 
was  no  other  than  what  any  Man  under  his  Circumf ranees,  might 
have  given.  I  cm\  tell  what  you  might  have  thought  of  Him,  but 
had  he  told  the  Coroner  he  knew  She  was  Melancholy  ,  that  it  was 
upon  his  Account,  for  that  having  formerly  be t.n  very  civil  to  Her, 
he  grew  of  late  fkk  of  her  Acquaintance,  and  tharteeaufe  in  his  laft 
Vifir,  he  had  betray'd  fome  little  Inifferencs,  and  notwithfhnd- 
ing  her  Impommity  ,  would  not  day  to  lye  at  her  Hou&,  She  had 
therefore  in  a  Pafiion,  thrown  her  Self  in  o  the  River  if  Mr.  Cow-* 
per  !  fay,  had  given  the  Coroner  fuch  a  Relation  as  this,  I  ibould 
have  thought  him  a  Perfon  of  very  little  undarftanding. 

Tage  23.  As  to  her  Melancholy,  I  believe  it  was  fuch  as  did  make 
her  Head  and  her  Heart  akeaifo;  and  that  it  was  more  than  a  com- 
mon Hemicrane,  whatever  yoa  (  who  had  perhaps  no  great  imima* 
cy  with  Her)  may  imagine,  or  her  Mother  and  Brother  give  out, 
i  am  fatisfid  there  wants  no  Proof  of  fuch  a  Melancholy,  as  was 
next  to  a  Diffraction.  There  is  a  certain  Gentlewoman,  now  in  be* 
fog,  who  cannot  deny  that  She  had  heard  Mrs.  Stout  wiln  her  felf 
Dead,  faying  She  was  the  miferableft  Creature  living,  and  that  She 
hoped  if 'twere  poffible,  to  die  after  fuch* a  Manner,  that  the  World 
might  know  nothing  of  the  Matter  7  nor  ever  fo  much  as  mention 
there  had  been  fuch  a  Perfon  living.  But  indeed  her  Melancholy  is 
too  we'i  accefted  to  be  fo  much  as  doubted  of ,  by  any  difinterefied 
Perfon,  and  therefore  as  you  are  apt  to  think,  there  are  many 
Friends  and  Relations,  bigotted  to  a  Party  ,  that  will  not  Boggle  to 

tell  a  Lie,  to  fave  a  Friend  or  neer  Relation  from  I  fuppoie  you 

mean  the  Gallows  -5  fo  on  the  other  hand  I  believe  there  may  be 
thofeinthe  World,  who  would  not  fa  u  pie  to  tell  an  untruth,  which 
is  of  neer  kin  to  a  Lye,  and  if  'twere  in  their  Power,  would  bring 
a  -Man  to  the  (aid  Place,  rather  than  it  mould  be  thought  a  neer 
Friend  and  Relation,  was  in  Love  with  a  married  Man. 

The  Gentlewoman  you  take  Notice  of,  fo  much  importuned  by 
the  Deceafed  to  (fay  with  her  that  Night,  if  me  has  not  altered  her 
Story  ,  will  acknowledge  that  Mrs.  Stout  did  tell  her  fhe  was  very 
much  Indifpofed,  and  farther  faith  fhe,  you  fee  I  am  very  Melan- 

E  choly, 


choly,  fo  that  it  will  be  the  greater  Unkindnefs,  if  You  leave  me 
at  this  time  alone. 

Page  25.  You  fay  there  are  a  thoufand  Pounds  wanting  of  her 
Original  Fortune,  I  wifli  you  had  told  us  whether  you  fet  a  fide  the 
Charge  of  the  Profscution ,  if  you  include  this  in  the  want,  one 
half  might  be  expended  that  way  \  for  Ifuppofe  there  w.as  nothing 
(pared  to  carry  it  on. 

I  have  heard  of  Peoples  wanting  that  which  they  never  had; 
and  I  am  credibly  inform'd  this  is  the  Cafe  in  debate.  Some  of 
your  Country  Men  ,  that  have  been  many  Years  acquainted  in  the 
Family,  do  tell  me  there  is  as  much  found  as  ever  She  could  be 
thought  Worth,  bin  if  You  would  be  credited,  You  mart  give  bet- 
ter  Proof  than  Yours,  or  Her  Relations  fay  fo,  However  I  think 
this  to  be  very  little  Material.  She  might,  though  in  fome  things  very 
Frugal,  in  others  be  as  Extravagant,  but  which  way  fcevet  'cis  gone 
it  feems  nothing  lefs  can  repay  it ,  but  the  Lives  of  Perfons  who 
had  never  feen  Her. 

Though  the  Quakers  Affirmation  will  not  be  taken  in  Criminal 
Cafes  ('twas  well  I  think  that  it  was  not  admitted  in  this  particu- 
lar One),  yet  they  have  now  the  Priviledge  to  Publifh  their  Rea- 
fons,  why  they  Sufpe&ed  Mr.  Cowfer  to  be  privy  to  the  Receipt  of 
any  of  her  Money,  more  than  that  which  the  Writings  found  in 
her  Cufrcdy,  and  his  own  Acknowledgment  do  Evince.  I  am  fure 
he  has  bidthern.a  fair  Defiance,  having  openly  challeng'd  the  Worft 
of  his  Adverfaries,  to  difeover  what  they  can  of  this  Nature. 

If  they  think  fit  to  draw  up  any  thing  of  this  kind,  I  ihould  advife 
them  to  make  ufe  of  feme  abler  Clerk,  than  the  Author  of  the  Hert- 
ford Letter :  For,  if  he  has  the  Management,  'tis  a  great  chance  if  we 
are  not  entertained  with  one  of  Mrs.  Gttrrefs  Dreams,  or  fome  fuch 
ridiculous  Innuendo. 

Page  26.  Jn  this  Place,  we  are  once  more  acquainted  with  the 
ufeoi  the  Epiglottis,  which  you  will  have  continually  to  clofe  on 
the  Mouth  of  the  Jfptra  Avtivia  unlefs  in  Expiration.  On  the  Con- 
trary, I  have  told  you  (  and  will  fubmit  my  felf  to  any  Anatomifi  in 
Europe,)  that  it  is  for  the  moft  part  ope^i,  and  never  exa&ly  clcfes 
but  upon  Deglutition,  fo  that  whatever  you  build  upon  that  Notion^ 
mud  fall  to  the  ground. 

t  Page  27.  I  think  'tis  but  reafonable,  that  Mr.  Baron  Hatfell  return 
his  Thanks  to  you,  for  the  Compliment  you  put  upon  him  in  the 
clofe  of  your  Letter.  I  am  ready  to  apprehend  that  there  is  no  Tryal 
fuffered  to  be  Printed,  till  after  the  Examination  of  the  Judge,  and 
his  Permiffionfirfr  obtain  d;  and  therefore  mutt  needs  think  Omffi-, 
ons  and  Alterations,  efpecially  of  great  Moment,  as  thefe  ihould  be 


which  you  infinuate;  is  a  very  great  Injufticeto  the  World,  an  In- 
jury Co  Truth,  and  too  finifter  an  A&ion  for  a  Judge  to  be  guilty  of. 
But  let  who  will  ft  and  in  your  way,  I  fee  you  will  have  a  Fling  at 
them,  and  rather  than  be  thought  to  have  nothing  at  all  to  fay,  will 
be  telling  us  of  that  which  (ifpaffible,)  comes  to  left. 

Thus  to  heighten  a  Sufpicion  of  Guilt,  we  are  entertain'd  with  a 
Tale  of  a  Tub,  about  Mr.  Stevens's  being  ill,  or  as  you  expreis  it,  ta- 
ken with  a  ft  range  fort  of  Fit.  I  hope,  Sir,  'tis  not  always  an  Argu- 
ment of  a  Man's  Guilt,  that  he  cannot  carry  himfslf  unconcernedly, 
when  he  fees  his  Life  hanging^by  a  Hair,  or  depending  on  the  Deli- 
very of  a  Word  or  two  from  the  Fore-man  of  a  Jury:  Tis  time 
enough  to  Cenfure,  when  we  our  felves  have  undergone  the  Try  ah 

Your  Story  of  the  Wine-Cooper  I  have  never  heard  of,  and  really 
I  am  Co  defperate  Jealous  of  your  Relations,  that  I  dare  not  credit 
chem  tiil  they  come  with  more  Authority:  When  I  have  better  in- 
form'd  my  felf,  I  fhail  be  better  able  to  give  you  my  Opinion, 

Your  Prayer,methi;nks,  with  which  you  conclude,  had  better  have 
been  left  out  h  fince,  though  it  wants  the  Length  of  the  Fbartfces, 
whoever  takes  notice  of  the  Spirit  that  runs  through  the  whole  Let- 
ter,will  need  no Argu merits  to  perfuade  him  that  it  proceeds  from  an 
Hypocrite.  There  is  little  Appearance  that  'tis  your  Defire  the  Inno- 
cent may  be  cleared  from  Afperfions  call:  undefervedly  on  them, 
when  for  more  than  Twenty  Pages,  you  are  venting  the  utmoft  of 
your  Malice,  and  by  the  bafeft  means  imaginable,  would  infinuate 
thofe  Gentlemen  are  Guilty,  who  for  any  thing  you  know  of  the 
Matter,  may  be  as  innocent  as  your  felf. 

t  Let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  I  think  it  a  very  bold  Attempt,  and  fuch  as 
'tis  great  Pity  does  not  come  under  the  Lafh  of  the  Law.  When. a 
Gentleman  has  taken  his  Tryal^  and  it  does  appear  upon  that  Try  a?, 
there  is  no  Proof  of  the  Fad:  he  is  charged  with,  nor  indeed  any  thing 
on  which  to  ground  fb  much  as  a  Sufpicion,  unlefs  that  of  his  being 
unfortunately  the  laft  Perlbn  in  her  Company  :  In  a  Word,  when 
Fa&ion  and  Perfonal  PrejudfceCappear  the  only  Motives  of  the  Profe- 
cution,  whoever  bring*  the  Bufinels  a  frefh  on  the  Stage,  does  only  ex- 
pofe  the  Reftlefnefs  of  his  own  Mind,  and  plainly  evidence  tfcat  he 
is  neither  a  true  Gentleman,  nor  a  good  Chriftian. 

I  have  lookt  over  your  Poftfcript,  and  as  in  many  Places  of  the 
Letter,,  perceive  through  the  We.iknefs  of  your  Intellect,  or  your 
Unfitnefs  for  the  Controverfy,  you  have  made  good  your  Progno- 
flick  of  betraying  a  little  Ignorance. 

Firft  of  all  you  tell  your  Friend,  You  make  no  doubt  but  he  has 
heard,  that  the  Surgeons  that  open'd  Mrs.  Stout's  Body,  depofed  fhe 
was  a  Virgin.   Now  if  he.ha4#heard  as  much  before,  as  you  make 


ite  doubt  he  had,  I  don't  fee  to  what  purpofe,  or  what  News  k  could 
be  to  inform  him  of  that  he  had  heard  before  ;  but  being  fearful  ic 
had  not  reach'd  every  Body's  Ear,  I  make  no  doubt  this  Intelligence 
is  to  inform  the  World.  But  doubt  you  as  you  pleale,  had  I  round 
the  Surgeons  depofed  as  you  report,  Tfixouki  be  teady  to  doubt  whe- 
ther they  were  Wife  Men  or  Fools. 

I  find  nothing  like  it  in  the  Afl&davit,  of  which  you  fay  you  have 
delivered  us  a  true  Copy.  M 

They  tell  us  indeed,  They  found  the  Uterus  prfeftly  free  and  empty , 
and  of  the  natural  Figure  and  Magnitude  ufmlly  in  Firgtns,  Bat  fureiy 
this  will  not  amount  to  a  Bspofuion,  that  fte  faaka  Virgin  ;  ?M  eh^ 
can  be  hence  iafaVd,  h  x>n!y  that  Ihe  had  not  conceived,  and  if  it- 
be  potfible  for  a  Woman  in  Coicu,  to  mi£ of  Conception,  \i  miffing 
of  a  Conception,  the  Womb  may ,  not  withfranding  the  Carnal  Con* 
tzck,  retain  the  natural  Form  and  Figure  uftuiiy  in  Virgins3why  then 
I  fay,  all  this  implies  ho ^more  chan  a  bare  Probability  that  <he  had 
not  known  a  Man, 

I  muft  confefs  till  now.!  ne?er  heard  that  the  Figure  or  Magnitude 
of  the  Womb,  were  numbred  among!}  the  indubitable  Marks  of  Vi.^ 
-ginity  ;  and  as  to  the  State  of  the  F*gma,  the  Myrtiform  Cantndes,  and 
Hymen,  which  Mother  Peppercorn  her  jfelf  could  only  guefs  at  I  Therein 
no  notice  at  all  taken,  inhere  had  indeed^  would  only  lave  fiirnifht 
Matter  of  Deriiion  :  I  he  Body  having  been  fo  long  interU 
60  that  you  Tee,  toratiy  thing  pretended  to  in  the  Affidavit,  or  effe. 
where,  ifce  might  not  be  a  Virgin,  though  Charity  ftouid  oblige  ni 
to  hope  at  leaft,  that  fee  was.  ,  *  / 


POSTER!  p  t. 
Qfnce  this  REPLY  went  in|o  the  Prefs,  I  have  been  ioform'd 
O  by  a  Gentleman  of  unqueftionabl*  Credk,  chat  the  S?ory  of  the 
Wine-Cooper  at  the  Clofe  of  the  'HcrtfJrlLmer>  took  its  Rife  only 
from  what  follows.  7 

There  was,  it  feems,  a  Perfon  going  down  to  the  Affizes,  who 
had  the  Misfortune  to  be  thrown  from  his  Horfe,  and  was  taken  up 
as  dead  ;  bung  carried  to  his  Lodging,  lie  began  to  rave  and  co  talk 
idly  ;  which  was  no  more  than  the  £fed  of  a  Delirium,  arifing 
from  the  Concuffion  of  his  Brain  ;  which  might  have  made  any  Man 
Light  headed  as  well  as  he,  and  which  nothing  but  one  as  mad  could 
have  improved  after  fuch  a  Manner  as  the  Letter  writer  has  done. 

By  this,  thePublick  may  beinformM  of  the  Difingenuity,  noc  to 
fay  down  right  Villany,  of  fomc  Peoplein  the  World  ;  who  miffing 
their  Dcfign  of  taking  away  a  Maa's  Life,  feek  all  poffible  ways  of 
Murdering  his  Reputation.  FINIS. 


